CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20318-9999

7 April 2004

The Honorable Richard G. Lugar

~ Chairman, Committee on Foreign
Relations

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510-6225

Dear Mr. Chairman,

The testimony of the Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Vern Clark, to the
Senate Armed Services Committee regarding the Law of the Sea Convention (LOSC)
reflects the views of the combatant commanders and the Joint Chiefs. We strongly

support US accession to LOSC.

The Convention remains a top national security priority. In today’s fast
changing world, it ensures the ability of the US Armed Forces to operate freely across
the vast expanse of the world’s oceans under the authority of widely recognized and
accepted international law. It supports efforts in the War on Terrorism by providing
much-needed stability and operational maneuver space, codifying essential
navigational and overflight freedoms.

The rules under which US forces have operated for over 40 years to board and
search ships or to conduct intelligence activities will not be affected. The LOSC does
not require permission from the United Nations to conduct these searches and leaves
US intelligence activities unaffected. Moreover, the Proliferation Security Initiative is
designed to be consistent with international law and frameworks, including the LOSC.
While the Administration previously raised a concern regarding dispute resolution,
that has been satisfactorily addressed by the proposed Resolution on Advice and
Consent. Accession will provide continued US leadership in the development and
interpretation of the Law of the Sea and ensure changes are compatible with future

military initiatives.
I appreciate your continued strong support of the LOSC and the US Armed
Forces.

Sincerely,

RICHARD B. RS
Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff



